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Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple, said, "If you want to make everyone happy, don't be a leader. Sell ice 

cream." I don't know how difficult selling ice cream actually is. I do know about making unpleasant decisions 

as a leader, including this one: we have suspended day-to-day operations at the offices and the building 

beginning Tuesday, March 24 until further notice.   

 

This does NOT mean church is closed. Church is NOT closed. It cannot be closed. All the staff are 

continuing to work. The pastoral staff is available to you throughout the week as we would be any other 

week. It just won’t be at the office for the time being. If you call us and we need to respond, we will simply get 

in our cars from our homes rather than from the office.  

 

What it does mean is that we have closed basic day-to-day operations on site. We are seeking to follow the best, 

present practices to do all we can to stem the spread of the Coronavirus. Across the next weeks, there will still 

be the occasional person at the building completing some tasks that best happen on site. We are trying to time 

those actions with the cleaning that follows. The key is reduction, getting as close to no activity as we can, 

because we know we cannot get to zero activity onsite. The one remaining consistent activity will be the food 

collection and distribution by the Raleigh Dream Center, but even this is being reduced by being shared to other 

locations. Their activity will be limited to the rooms where they currently have food. If you wish to donate food, 

please drop off between 2 - 5 pm in the Calvary Dr. parking lot with The Raleigh Dream Center.  

  

I know NC schools are out until May 15, a date that has caused everyone to question how long to endure social 

distancing practices. We will evaluate the office and building limits each week along the way, but we will plan 

for ministry under social distancing parameters for the next month at least. We will make another hard decision 

if needed. 

  

For now, if you do not give through any of the electronic ways the church offers, please MAIL your 

offering to the church at 4301 Louisburg Rd., Raleigh, NC 27604. Plans for the mail have been made so all 

gifts can be secured and deposited. Thank you in advance for your continued faithfulness and generosity 

through this time. 

  

I am already discussing plans for upcoming Sunday worship services with the leaders of both services. We are 

already trying to envision Holy Week and Easter under Corona-circumstances. This Wednesday at 6:00 pm, I 

will live-stream on the New Hope Baptist Church Facebook page a time of prayer and Bible Study. We will 

take a break from Revelation (we've worked too hard on that study to alter how we are doing it, so we will wait 

until we can reconvene for Revelation). We will share together in brief lessons from the Minor Prophets, 

beginning this Wednesday in Hosea. Youth and children (parents), see below for notices from Brian and Lori 

for online gatherings for you all. 

  

So, all that we've said in previous notes and videos, keep at it. Reach out to each other; check on each other; 

listen for needs. Remember the Young Adult Angel Shoppers - let them serve you. (See below for more 

information.) Tomorrow (Wednesday 3/25), join me for the Prayer and Bible Study livestream (all ages, 

including Young Adults - join in!) and we will talk more about where we are. I mentioned a kind of theme verse 

in the sermon this past Sunday: Philippians 4.9. Read that again. CLICK HERE 

  

The Lord is with us always. The Gospel still guides and compels us in all we do. The Kingdom of God is among 

you. Keep trusting. 

 

~Randy 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewHopeRaleigh/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A9&version=NRSV

